How Quickly Can YOU Determine the Culprit Artery?

Discussion
Jerry W. Jones, MD FACEP FAAEM
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Figure 1

Sometimes it is easier and faster to arrive at a diagnosis by not trying to decide what
happened - but by deciding what did not or could not have happened.

That is why | developed the Jones Method of Diagnostic Elimination. This approach
works with coronary artery occlusions and even dysrhythmias.

First, a few facts for you to remember:

1. The right coronary artery (RCA) never causes ST elevation in Leads | or aVL.

2. The left circumflex artery (LCx) never causes ST elevation (or hyperacute T waves)
in Leads V1-V3.

3. The left anterior descending (LAD) never causes ST depression in Leads V1 - V3.*
*Actually, it /S possible but so very unlikely that we can use this observation.

Using these three observations, how long does it take you NOW to ascertain the culprit
artery?

1. There is ST elevation in Leads | and aVL; therefore, the RCA is eliminated.

2. There are hyperacute T waves in Leads V2 and V3 - therefore, the LCx is eliminated.
3. So...the LAD is the culprit artery,
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